
A DAY AT 
THE MUSEUM

VOL. 858



TITLE 

A DAY AT THE MUSEUM 

Author
Malini Saigal

Published by 
Amar Chitra Katha Pvt. Ltd

Printed in India

Edition I

© Amar Chitra Katha Pvt. Ltd, May 2023  
All rights reserved. This book is sold subject to the condition that the publication may not be reproduced, 

stored in a retrieval system (including but not limited to computers, disks, external drives, electronic or digital devices, 
e-readers, websites), or transmitted in any form or by any means (including but not limited to cyclostyling, photocopying, 

docutech or other reprographic reproductions, mechanical, recording, electronic, digital versions) 
without the prior written permission of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover 

other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

ISBN - 978-81-19242-34-4



  

 

Epics and Mythology
Best known stories from the Epics and the Puranas

Indian Classics
Enchanting tales from Indian literature

Fables and Humour
Evergreen folktales, legends and tales of wisdom and humour

Bravehearts
Stirring tales of brave men and women of India

Visionaries
Inspiring tales of thinkers, social reformers and nation builders

Contemporary Classics
The best of modern Indian literature 

The route to your roots

Founder Editor: Anant Pai

When they look back at their formative years, many Indians nostalgically recall the vital part Amar Chitra Katha comics have 
played in their lives. It was Amar Chitra Katha that first gave them a glimpse of their glorious heritage.
Since they were introduced in 1967, there are now over 500 Amar Chitra Katha titles to choose from. 
Over 100 million copies have been sold worldwide.
Now, Amar Chitra Katha titles are even more widely available in 1000+ bookstores all across India. 
If you do not have access to a bookstore near you, you can also buy all the titles through our online store, www.amarchitraka-
tha.com. We provide quick delivery anywhere in the world. To make it easy for you to locate the titles of your choice from our 
treasure trove of titles, the books are now arranged in six categories.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA PVT. LTD

© Amar Chitra Katha Pvt. Ltd, May 2023
Facebook: The Amar Chitra Katha Studio | Instagram: @amarchitrakatha | Twitter: @ACKComics | YouTube: Amar Chitra Katha

Get access to Amar Chitra Katha's digital library on the ACK Comics App. Visit digital.amarchitrakatha.com.

You can now get ACK stories as part of your classroom with ACK Learn, 
a unique learning platform that brings these stories to your school with a range of workshops. 

Find out more at www.acklearn.com or write to us at acklearn@ack-media.com.

Illustrations: Arijit Dutta Chowdhury

Research and Script: Malini Saigal

Group Art Director: Savio Mascarenhas

Associate Editor: Tripti Nainwal

Executive Editor: Reena Ittyerah Puri

Colour: Sanjhiya Mayekar, Periasamy Samikannu, Ritoparna Hazra, Tithee Dixit, Prakash Sivan

Layout: Bhavani Nadgonde, Ritoparna Hazra, Tithee Dixit 

Deputy Art Director: Ritoparna Hazra
Editorial Team: Krithika Nair, Kayva Gokhale, Shakthi Bharathi

Cover: Arijit Dutta Chowdhury



A DAY AT 
THE MUSEUM



3

Monika, Deepak, Hania, Gurtej and Len were classmates in 
Standard VI at Sarvodaya Vidyalaya in new Delhi. One day -

Phew! I am 
glad the half-
yearly tests 

are over!

I hope I 
have done 

well.

Now 
let’s wish for 

something 
exciting to 

happen.

Gopal Sir 
said there is 
a school trip 
soon - maybe 

a picnic.

With 
some 
yummy 
food!

Back in class -

Children, We have 
a visitor. We are going 
to visit the National 

Museum tomorrow. This 
is Neeta, a volunteer 

at the Museum.

Hello, 
children. I am 
here to tell 
you about 
museums.

What is 
a museum?

A museum is a storehouse of 
valuable objects from our past 

that help us understand our 
history and culture... 

Objects that are more than 100 years old are called antiques and are very valuable. 
The National Museum is like a time machine full of antiques - sculpture, pottery, 
textiles, paintings, coins and old books - across 5,000 years of our history. 

...how we lived, 
what we wore 

and ate, what we 
thought and did, 
hundreds and 
thousands of 

years ago. 
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The children were full of questions.

Why do 
we need to 
know about 
old stuff?

How 
does the 

Museum find 
antiques?

What 
can they tell 
us? objects 
can’t speak!

Studying the past gives us a true 
picture of what happened. the 
contents of a museum are sourced 
in several ways. Items from ancient 
history are dug up from the earth, 
where they have been buried for 
centuries. This is called Archaeology.

Humans love to collect beautiful 
things - paintings, clothes, jewellery, 

books, furniture and so on. A lot 
of people donate their ancestors’ 
collections. sometimes museums 

buy objects as well, so that 
they can be preserved.

 My grandmother 
has a trunk full 
of old sarees! 

And my 
father has 
a big stamp 
collection.

All objects have a story to tell; we 
just have to read the clues. You will 

learn about this when you visit 
the Museum tomorrow.

I got 
my wish! This 
sounds like 
an exciting 

trip.

Yes, 
history is 

my favourite 
subject! 
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Next morning, a bus full of eager children reached the Museum. They 
first went through the ticket barrier and the security check.

Hurry up, 
Monika! The 

Museum 
is huge!

Sir, 
Why is 
there a 
security 
check? 

The museum has 
many valuable and 

irreplaceable national 
treasures. They want 

to be sure no one 
intends to steal or 

harm them.

they had someone waiting for 
them in the museum lobby.

Welcome, 
children. My 

name is Ira and 
I am a curator 
at the Museum. 
I will be your 
guide today.

what are we 
going to see 
today, ma’am?

We have around 2,07,000 
items in 23 galleries which 

are looked after by several 
curators like myself. we keep 
proper records of how the 
objects were acquired, and 
their full description and 

measurements. 

I wonder 
how does 

one learn to 
become a 
curator?*

*To find the answer to Monika’s question, look at page 32

We make 
sure they

 are correctly 
displayed, 

labelled, and 
kept safe 

from 
damage.

On 15 August, 1949, the National Museum, New Delhi, 
was inaugurated in the Rashtrapati Bhavan by 
Shri R.C. Rajagopalachari, the Governor-General of India. 
The foundation of the present building was laid by Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the Prime Minister of India, on 
12 May, 1955.  

At present, it has 2,07,000 items in 23 galleries. Recently, 
262 valuable artefacts have been repatriated from abroad. 
There are many special exhibitions and outreach activities 
for children. Scan the QR code to explore the National 
Museum website.
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In the entrance lobby -

This board shows 
the museum‘s different 
galleries. You can tap 
on it for information. 
We will begin with the 
Harappan civilisation, 
which you have read 

about in school.

Here is 
Harappa! Around 5,000 years ago, the Harappans 

lived in well-planned cities, with proper 
roads, drains, granaries, workshops and 

water tanks. There are over 100 sites 
across the Indus Valley region (in India 

and Pakistan). It was a sophisticated 
Bronze Age civilisation that existed at 
the same time as the ancient Egyptian 
and Mesopotamian civilisations, with 

whom the Harappans probably 
traded goods.

The children entered the Harappan Gallery.

Around you are 
everyday items that were 
found at many sites. We 

study them for clues, like 
detectives, to find out what 
Harappan city-folk ate, wore, 
what their occupations were 

and what they did in 
their leisure time. 
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Look at this 
toy cart made 

of clay! 

We have a pot 
like this at home 

for drinking water. 
It has a similar 

design.

My mother 
has beads just 
like the ones in 
this necklace.

ma’am, 
objects cannot 
speak, so how 

can they tell us 
anything?

Imagine it is 3,000 years in the future. 
Life on earth is over and all signs of humans 
have been buried under dust. Aliens land in 

Delhi and dig up your house. What would they 
find and then figure out about your life?

3,000 years! 
well, plastic 

would survive. 
things like 

buckets and 
pens. 

Kitchen 
utensils of 

steel and glass? 
They would 
survive too.

As would 
computers 
and phones!

So, aliens would know 
that you were literate 
and used technology to 
communicate. They might 
even be able to retrieve 
electronic data from the 

chips in our devices.

If they saw 
our movies and 

photos then they 
would understand 

exactly how 
we lived!

But as Harappans had no electronic data, we have 
to become history detectives and search for clues 
in these objects. Let’s see what they tell us.

The toy is a small version of a big cart. 
So, Harappans knew how to use a wheel, 
to transport goods and people.

The large pot tells us that 
they stored water, oil or food 
in big quantities. They also 
liked to paint and decorate.

The necklace tells us that they liked 
to dress well and were prosperous.
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There must 
have been 

shopkeepers 
and merchants 

in Harappa. 

And 
masons to 

build houses, 
and potters 

too.

 And 
jewellery 
makers and 
toymakers…

…And 
basketmakers. 
See, this figure 
has two baskets 

on the head. 

Excellent 
deductions! And also 
porters and sailors 

as they probably 
sent goods by ship 
across the Arabian 

sea.

Suddenly, it was as if a city had come bustling to life.

What is 
this? It has 

some strange 
symbols.

These are seals* made of 
steatite^. Experts think they 

were used to mark goods for 
sale. Each seal may have the 

owner’s name and date but the 
script is undeciphered and 

remains a big mystery.

*moulds used to make stamps. ^A soft stone
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Aren’t these like 
ancient Egyptian 
hieroglyphs*?

Yes. In Egypt, 
linguistics^ experts 
had pages of writing 
so they were able to 

decipher the language. 
In Harappa, they are 

scattered pictograms, not 
whole sentences. There 

are just not enough 
symbols to make out a 

whole sentence or 
the alphabet.

So if I lived in
Harappa, I would 

have to draw to be 
a writer - make 
pictograms on 

stone! 

*a system of pictorial writing used 
 on ancient Egyptian monuments

The seals have 
other clues. Can 
you find them?

I see a man 
doing yoga. THIS 

means we have been 
prACTICING yoga in 

India for 5,000 
years! 

He is wearing a 
horned headdress, 
just like we have 

in Nagaland.

 If that’s a 
buffalo, then 

they must have 
used milk and 

ghee!

There is 
also a tiger AN 
elephant and a 

rhinoceros.

Is the 
seated figure 

a king or a 
god?

We don’t 
know because 
we can’t read 

the script.

I would 
like to solve 
this mystery!

^The science of studying languages, 
 both current and old
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Another 
mystery never 

fully solved is why 
the Harappan civilisation 
ended. Both the elephant 
and the rhinoceros need 
a wet region with forests 

and marshland. But the 
place this seal was found 
is like a desert today. So 
was it a wetland 4,000 
years ago? Did the land 
become slowly dry and 

barren so everyone 
had to move 

away?

You mean the 
climate changed and 

a green, forested land 
became like a brown 

dry desert? 

Perhaps. And 
as rivers and wells 
dried up, agriculture 

stopped and the 
people drifted 

away.

So climate 
change is real, 
and can affect 

whole cities and 
villages. 

Absolutely. 
That is a lesson 
from history we 
cannot ignore.

Charles Masson, a British adventurer, came across the ruins of Harappa, in 1829, while searching for old 
coins. Sir Alexander Cunningham, a British engineer with a passion for history, founded the Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) and conducted excavations in the 1870s. But it was Sir John Marshall, appointed 
Director-General of the ASI in 1902, who identified Harappa as the site of a hitherto unknown culture, 
and also began digging at Mohenjo-daro. By the 1930s, the Indus Valley or Harappan culture had revealed 
thousands of artefacts, many burial sites and skeletons, and the remains of well-planned brick settlements. 

In the Indus Valley Civilisation, there were five major urban centres: Harappa, Mohenjo-daro, 
Dholavira, Ganweriwala and Rakhigarhi. As of 2008, there are 616 sites in India and 406 
in Pakistan. 
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Next, they entered the Sculpture gallery.

let’s move forward by a 1,000 
years. By now, there were many kingdoms 

and religious practices. People lived 
mostly in mud, thatch and timber homes. 

gods were placed in stone shrines. 

all these 
figures look 

so real!

The children gazed in wonder at the tall stone statues in so many shapes and sizes.

How can one 
tell them 
apart? It’s 
confusing! 

we have to look for 
clues, but this time, we have 

the written word to help 
us. The Jatakas, Puranas, the 

Ramayana and the Mahabharata, 
all describe the gods and 

their stories.

IRA MA’AM EXPLAINED THAT IT is NECESSARY FOR 
A CURATOR TO KNOW WHAT IMAGES AND SYMBOLS 
COULD BE USED TO IDENTIFY A SCULPTURE.

The Puranas 
tell us that Vishnu 

wears a crown and a 
garland of flowers, 

holds a conch shell, a 
mace, and is standing or 
seated on a lotus. His 

mount, Garuda, will 
also be with him.

Here is a statue of 
Vishnu! I can see the conch 

shell and the mace.

And the 
garland of 

flowers and 
the lotus he 
is standing 

upon.

The children were fascinated 
by this information. They looked 
carefully at the other statues.

My nani says long ears 
mean big brains! This 
statue of the Buddha 
has very long ears.

Ha! ha! Yes, that was a common belief, 
so one of the ways we identify statues 

of wise men like yogis and ascetics 
is to check the ears!

Deepak, 
let me check 
your ears.



GODS AND THEIR 
VAHANAS

Most gods and goddesses in the Hindu pantheon have specific animals 
as their mounts. Can you match the vahanas with the deities?

A.

B.

C.

D.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Answers: A-3, B-4, C-1, D-2

 Vishnu

Indra

Durga

Shiva

Lion

Nandi

Garuda

Airavat
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It was time for a break. The children 
sat in the rotunda* sipping lime juice 
and munching peanuts.

Look, here 
is a colouring 
station. I am 

going to make a 
quick sketch.

Me 
too!

In a few minutes, they had done 
quick sketches of the museum.

*round gallery

Len and Hania decided to explore 
a little and went up the stairs.

We will 
follow the 
signs back 
to the main 
entrance!

then, They went into the 
gallery of anthropology.

This looks 
interesting…

Ahhhhh!

Ha! ha! These 
are tribal masks
 for festivals. We 
also have them 

in Nagaland.

they made a quick stop 
at the museum gift shop.

i got a 
postcard. i’ve 

bought this 
bird-shaped 

whistle.
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Eventually, they found their classmates outdoors getting ready to do some excavating.

This is a sample of an 
excavation pit. Each of 
you will have a portion 
of it to dig, using the 

tools provided.

Areas had been carefully marked off on the pit, just like a real dig.

The children got to work.

Why is the 
digging tool 
so small?

Objects can be 
small and fragile. So 

archaeologists sift the 
soil slowly and very, 

very carefully.

Look, 
I found 
a coin!

I found 
a glass 
bottle!

I found 
a small lock 
with a key!

And I 
found a USB 

drive.
I found 

a piece of a 
plate with a 

pattern.

Use the 
soft brushes 

to brush away the 
dirt. Be careful 
not to scratch 

your find.
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Make a record of your find. Draw a sketch, and give a description 
with Material, Size, Pattern, and Date - if it is given there.

Pit find 
Monika

Object: 20p coin
Material: Mixed metal?
Shape: Hexagon
colour: Light grey
Size: 1.14cm diameter
Date: 1983

Pit find 
Deepak

Object: Padlock
Material: Brass? With 
steel lock clasp
Shape: Square
Size: 2.5cm x 3cm x 

1.5cm

Manufacturer: Tigers

Date: Not knowm

Pit find 
Gurtej

Object: USB stick drive
Material: Plastic, computer 
chip
Shape: Rectangular, narrow 
at one end where it fits 
into device
Colour: One side black, 
other red
Size: 4cm x 1.5cm x .6cm
Date: Unknown, but 21st 
century
Maker’s name: ‘Sundisk’
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Today you have 
learnt about the 
work of curators, 

archivists and 
archaeologists.

Pit find Len

Object: Glass Bottle 
‘Gripe Water’
Material:
1. Bottle: Glass
2. Cap: Aluminium
3. Label: Paper
Size: 12cm by 5cm
Date: Faded letters on 
the label say ‘exp 2017’

Pit find Hania

Object: Part of Ceramic 
plate
Material: Clay
Shape: Semi-circle
colour: White, with 
coloured pattern of 
flowers
Size: 15cm diameter
Date: Maker’s stamp at 
back says ‘Asha potteries 
1987’
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Then it was time for something special - The VEMA* gallery, which takes 
the museum visitor on a journey through the Ajanta Caves in Aurangabad.

Hello, I am 
Priya. I will be 

your guide here. 
Using these tablets 
and touch screens 
you will be able to 
explore the Ajanta 

caves virtually.

*Virtual Experiential Museum 
 on Ajanta caves

I am able 
to see inside 

the caves!
Keep 

turning the 
screen to get 

a better 
view.
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On another side there was a large wall screen.

This wall screen 
has a painting with 

the story of Simhala. 
You can listen to the 
story by tapping on 
the table screen. 

Wow! 
The drums 
are popping 

up in 3D!

On another screen, Hania and Len were having fun making the painted figures come alive.

I feel as if 
I can touch the 
jewellery and 
clothes to feel 
their texture.

Now let’s see 
the gold crown 
with rubies and 

diamonds.

Gurtej used the oculus* to do a virtual walk through the caves.

Can one create the 
same experience 
for a village or a 

national park?

Many such 
experiential 
museums are 

being planned with 
augmented AND
 virtual reality 
installations.

*a virtual reality headset
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National Crafts Museum, New Delhi 
The National Handicrafts and Handlooms Museum, popularly known as the National 
Crafts Museum & Hastkala Academy was designed by architect Charles Correa. The 
collection has over 33,000 specimens of various crafts from various states of India.
 
National Philatelic Museum, New Delhi 
Located on the ground floor of Dak Bhawan, this museum shows us a panorama of 
India through postage stamps. Commemorative postage stamps issued since India’s 
independence are displayed under specific themes like Mahatma Gandhi, Science and 
Technology, Flora and Fauna, Art and Culture, Children’s Day, etc.
 
Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya, Bhopal  
Spread over 200 acres, the museum houses ten open-air exhibitions and an indoor 
museum building. Twelve galleries on various topics - Ethnic Art, Belief Systems, 
Ethnic Music, and Habitat - depict the story of mankind.
 
Museo Camera, Gurugram
The largest not-for-profit crowd-funded Centre for Photographic Arts in South East 
Asia has 18,000 sq. ft. of space dedicated to the art of photography.

SOME THEMED MUSEUMS
 OF INDIA

Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya, New Delhi 
A tribute to every Prime Minister of India since 
independence, and a record of how each one has 
contributed to the development of our nation over the 
last 75 years. It is highly interactive with holograms, 
virtual reality, augmented reality, multi-touch, 
multi-media, interactive kiosks, computerized kinetic 
sculptures, smartphone applications, interactive 
screens and experiential installations. 
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It had been an exciting 
morning. On the way back -

Now, each of 
you has to make a 

collection on any theme 
of your choosing, and 

bring it to school 
on Monday.

I 
have an 

idea!
I know 
what my 

collection 
will be!

At home, Monika ran to her mother.

Ma, can I have some 
of your beads? I 

want to make a bead 
collection to show 

at school.

Yes, of 
course! I’LL 

GET YOU SOME 
FROM MY 

BEAD BOX.

Monika’s mother was an emroiderer 
who used all sorts of beads in her 
work. She was happy to share some.

Deepak’s father was a postal workeR.

Papa, can I see your 
stamp collection? 
I have to make a 

collection to show 
at school.

Yes, 
go check 

in the trunk 
in the loft.

YOU 
HAVE STAMPS 

from so many 
countries!

Yes, I 
used to save 
up my pocket 
money to buy 

them!

Deepak selected some of the more 
colourful stamps WITH BIRDS ON THEM. 
HE wrote neat descriptions for each 
after doing RESEARCH on the internet.

hmmm... 
this was part 

of a set issued 
in 1975.
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Hania’s father was a tailor. 
She went to his workshop.

Abba, can I 
have small bits of 
different fabrics? 

I am making a textile 
collection for a 
school project.

Of 
course, HANIA.
Help yourself 
from the rag 

bag.

Hania selected a dozen pieces and her 
father explained each one carefully.

This red piece is
 silk from BAnarAs*. 
It has a gold zari^ 
pattern. This one 
is plain cotton, 
called Khadi. 

Gurtej’s family went to their village over the weekend. There, 
he told his grandparents about his idea for a story collection.

Will you tell me stories 
of your childhood? I will 

record them and make 
a collection to play 

for my class.

Of course!  
And here are some 
old photos of my 

young days. You can 
use these too. Dadiji, 

is that your 
grandfather?

I used to 
spend my time 

listening to 
the radio and 
playing in the 

fields. 

Gurtej was fascinated by his grandparents’ 
life. He spent two days recording their tales.

This is what 
Mahatma Gandhi 
wanted us all to 
wear as a symbol 

of swadeshi**.

We didn’t have 
electricity, phones 
or TV. There was 

only the radio, which 
we loved. We slept 
on the roof, sang 

songs and listened 
to stories.

*NOW VARANASI
^DECORATIVE GOLD THREAD USED ON CLOTHING

**Meaning ‘of our own country’, it was a 
   movement for India’s independence
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Len was unable to decide on any idea for his collection.

Len, why are 
you looking so 

glum?
I can’t 

come up with 
any idea for a 

collection.

Well, 
we will think 
about it. in the 
Meantime, help 
me clean the 

house.

They got to work in the kitchen with a duster and broom. Looking at the 
cane baskets and boxes in so many shapes, Len had a sudden brainwave.

Ma, aren’t these cane 
baskets from our 

village? Maybe I can 
make a collection of
 handicrafts from 

Nagaland?

Good idea, 
son! you can 

take some of my 
specially woven 

shawls as 
well.

Len was delighted to have found such a perfect solution.

On Monday, Class VI displayed their collections with great pride.

This is 
excellent 

work 
indeed!



23

A DAY AT THE MUSEUM

Gurtej’s collection required some planning. 
A small booth was set up, and the old photos 
were projected on its walls. Headphones 
provided the story.

BEAD COLLECTION
by Monika

COLLECTION of BIRD STAMPS
from around the world

by Deepak

COLLECTION of INDIAN TEXTILES
by Hania
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You know that many
 objects are found 
in damaged condition. 

Tomorrow you will visit 
the museum to learn 
about preserving and 

conserving them.

The class was delighted.

Next day at the museum entrance -

So many stone 
statues have 

limbs or heads 
missing. Why 

is that?

There are many 
reasons. They could 

have been broken 
during wars, or 

eroded and cracked 
due to rain 

or wind.

Let’s 
use the touch 
screen to find 
our way to the 
Conservation 

lab.

The children obviously knew their way 
around the large museum by now.

It’s on 
the second 

floor.

At the lab, they were met by the Conservator, Dr Patel.

Welcome to the 
conservation 
laboratory.

This looks 
more like 

science than 
history!

That’s correct. 
conservators have to 
know chemistry and 

history so that they can 
conserve all kinds 

of materials.
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Dr Patel explained that everything on earth is 
made up of Organic and Inorganic material.

Organic material - paper, 
cloth and wood - may be torn 

or discoloured by humidity, 
spillage, wear and tear, or by 
termites, ants and rodents. Too 
much exposure to strong light 

also makes paintings and 
fabrics lose colour.

My mother 
always tells me 
to dry coloured 
clothes in the 

shade.

Yes, because 
too much sun will 
cause the colours 

to fade.

UNDERSTANDING MATERIAL

Gold coin from
Akbar’s era

Terracotta monkey
from Harappa

A silver comb 
with wooden teeth

Stone statue
of Vishnu

Woollen 
Naga shawl

Old manuscript

What happens over time? Objects deteriorate
Physical: Cracks, tears, breakages
Chemical: Corrosion (rusting), stains, salt efflorescence
Biological: Termites, rats, fungal growth
Exposure to bright light, heat and humidity also causes deterioration
Can you guess why this happens?

Organic
(obtained from living
organisms)
Natural textiles  -  cotton,
silk or linen
Paper

Inorganic
(obtained from non-living
sources like rocks, clay, sand)
Stone - granite, basalt, sandstone
Metal - gold, silver, bronze, copper 
and alloys

Composite
(combination 
of living and 
non-living 
materials)
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Let’s go 
in. But first, 
put on these 
gloves and 

masks.

Why 
do we need 

them?

So that the moisture in our 
breath does not damage 

the objects. Also, there is 
always some minute dust 
and oil on our fingers 
which might stain the 

objects.

These are pages from a book 
that is 120 years old. Can you see the 
mould and discoloured patches from 
moisture? The writing and the painting 

are also faded and stained.

How will 
you repair 

it?

First, we 
will dry out the 

pages and dust the 
fungus off, to stop 

any further 
damage.

Then, very carefully, the paint will 
be restored by miniature artists 

using the same vegetable and 
mineral pigments that were used 

by the original artists.

It is 
very slow 
work using 
single-hair 
brushes.
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Next, Dr Patel showed them some coins.

One 
Quarter-anna…

East India 
Company.

These are copper coins issued 
by the East India Company in 
1858. Can you calcuate how 

old they are?
166 

years! why are 
they greenish 

in colour?

Copper is a 
metal and an inorganic 

material that is damaged 
by corrosion. this turns 

Copper green.

Traditionally, these 
objects are cleaned 
and polished at home 
with tamarind juice. 

Here, we use 
chemicals.

Ma cleans 
copper and 

brass vessels 
at home with 

tamarind.
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How do you 
know that an 
antique needs 
conservation?

Good 
question. We make 

an assessment report. 
Let’s try an experiment. 

Empty your pockets, 
everyone!

An assortment of items was produced from the children’s pockets.

The children were divided into groups OF five and each group chose
an item to assess for conservation. Deepak, Monika, Hania, Len and 
Gurtej chose Monika’s cloth pencil case. Here is their report:

Assessment for Conservation 
OBJECT: PENCIL CASE 

Description (size, colour, material): 
cloth, with plastic zipper and plastic 
beads on embroidery 
Condition: stained, torn, and frayed 
at the edges
Outside: dirt and grease stains
Inside: ink and crayon stains 
Size: 15cm by 4cm by 4cm
Date: possibly two years old
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All the displays 
in the museum are 
in a temperature 
controlled space, 

with careful 
lighting. Can 
you tell me 

why?

To keep 
the air dry 
and prevent 

condensation.
to stop 

fading due 
to sunlight 
or strong 
artificial

light.

There are thousands 
of visitors daily 

and they don’t wear 
masks. Doesn’t that 
cause damage to 

the exhibits?

No, 
because the 

most vulnerable 
objects are kept 

behind glass.

And there 
are guards 

such as these 
in every room to 

make sure that no 
one touches the 
open exhibits.

What about 
thieves? These 
are valuable 

antiques. The CRPF* is on 
guard. And there are 

cctv cameras and 
alarms everywhere to 
make sure no thieves 

can get in.

*Central Reserve Police Force

Many valuable 
antiques were taken out 

of the country during the 
colonial period, and later 
by art thieves. However, 
262 artefacts have beEN 
repatriated^ and many 

more will come.

^the process of returning an object or a person 
 to their country of origin or citizenship
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It was time for a snack break. While sipping 
juice, the children saw a group of visually 
impaired visitors touching objects.

Why are 
those visitors 
being allowed 
to touch the 
sculptures?

This is the sentient Gallery 
called ‘Anubhav’ where all 
the objects are plaster 

imitations of the originals and 
the signs are in braille. This 
gallery is especially created 
for visually impaired visitors 

so that they can touch 
the object and read the 

information in 
Braille.

The children tried it out.

I can feel 
a nose and lips 
and really big 

teeth.

I can feel 
the face and 

curly hair But 
I can’t read 

braille. 

There is also the 
audio guide that gives 
information about the 

main pieces in different 
languages.

At school the next day, there was an important announcement.

We have decided 
to create a special 

museum corner in the 
school. We will display 
everyone’s collections 

in turn through 
the year.
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during the tiffin break -

I have decided 
I am going to 

study languages 
and archaeology 
and decipher the 

Harappan 
script.

Detective 
Deepak cracks 

a 5,000-year-old 
mystery! That 

will be the news 
headlines!

I love technology 
and gadgets. Won’t 

it be great to create 
virtual experiences 

of interesting 
historical 

sites?

I could 
visit Chittor 
fort and be 

a queen while 
sitting in 

Delhi!

I enjoy history and my mother 
says I love to talk, so I want to work in 
a museum and meet lots of people. IRA 
MA’AM says I can join as a volunteer 
guide when I am 18. And maybe, I can 

study to be a curator one day.

I think 
combining art 

and science is very 
exciting. I think I
 shall become a 

Conservator.
What 

about you,
 Len?

Remember what 
Ira ma’am said - Years 

from now, ordinary things 
of today will be antiques. 

So I want to start a 
‘Museum of Everyday 

Life’ in my village 
in Nagaland.



Study programs for Museology, 
Conservation and Archaeology

1 University of Calcutta M.A. Museology 
M.Sc. Museology

West Bengal 
 

State Government 

2 The Maharaja 
Sayajirao University of 

Baroda

M.A. Museology 

 

Gujarat  

 

Central 
Government 

3 National Museum 
Institute of History of 
Art, Conservation and 

Museology

M.A. Museology, 
History of Arts and 

Conservation

New Delhi and 
Noida  

 

Ministry of Culture 

 

4 Banaras Hindu 
University

M.A. Museology Uttar Pradesh Central 
Government

5 Aligarh Muslim 
University 

M.Sc. Museology  Uttar Pradesh  Central 
Government

6 Jiwaji University, 
Gwalior

M.A. Museology Madhya Pradesh State Government

7 Indira Gandhi 
Rashtriya Manav 

Sangrahalaya

Diploma in Museology Madhya Pradesh  Central 
Government 

8 Indira Gandhi 
National Tribal 

University, 
Amarkantak

M.A. Museology 
 

Madhya Pradesh  

 

Central 
Government  

 

9 Delhi Institute of 
Heritage Research and 

Management  

M.A. Heritage 
Management and 

Conservation

Delhi  

 

State Government 
 

10 University of 
Rajasthan 

M.A. Museology and 
Conservation

Rajasthan 
 

Central 
Government 

11 Pandit Deen Dayal 
Upadhyaya Institute of 
Archaeology, Greater 

Noida

Post Graduate 
Diploma in 
Archaeology 

 

Uttar Pradesh 
  

 

Ministry of Culture 

Look out for the next volumes on Archaeology and Anthropology for more exciting information 
on our history and culture. You can also find out more about museums by going online at 
www.nationalmuseum.gov.in.





A museum is a storehouse of valuable objects from our past that help us 
understand our history and culture, how we lived, what we wore and ate, 
what we thought and did hundreds and thousands of years ago.

The students of Class VI of Sarvodaya Vidyalaya, New Delhi, were on a trip to 
the National Museum. As they walked through the halls of the museum, many 
questions arose in their minds. Who finds these artefacts? How does one 
find information about them? Why do we collect and maintain these objects? 
Who takes care of the museum? Their guide, the museum’s curator Ira, had 
answers for all the questions. 

The students also learnt about the fascinating careers in a museum — as a 
curator, a conservator, an archaeologist or a multi-media expert. And even as 
a volunteer, helping out with the many interesting museum programs. 

Amar Chitra Katha presents A Day at the Museum, a book about museums, 
how they function and how important they are to our society. This fascinating 
and informative read is sure to leave the reader with a sense of wonder about 
our past and how we learn about it.

A DAY AT 
THE MUSEUM


